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Keep Them Home: Why Surrender Should Be the Last

Idaho Animal Rescue Network | August 9, 2025

Across the country, animal rescues and shelters are getting flooded with
requests from people wanting to give up their pets. The reasons are endless.
A landlord who suddenly decides no pets are allowed. A family schedule
that’s too busy. A move to a new...

Across the country, not just in Idaho, animal rescues and shelters are getting flooded with
requests from people wanting to give up their pets. The reasons are endless. A landlord who
suddenly decides no pets are allowed. A family schedule that's too busy. A move to a new
home with a high pet deposit. Unexpected medical bills. Feeling unprepared for the
responsibility of a pet.

While these situations are real and often stressful, many people don't realize that rescues
and shelters are already operating at or beyond capacity. Most are juggling cruelty and
neglect cases, stray animals, and pets that have been waiting for homes for months. Every
space taken by a pet that could have stayed in their home is a space that is no longer
available for an animal in immediate danger.

The Alternative: Help Without Surrender

Instead of immediately surrendering your pet, ask your local rescue or shelter what
resources they have to help you keep them. Many want to see pets stay in the homes they
know and love, and will work with you to make that happen if they have the resources.
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Some of the most common ways rescues and shelters can help include:

Low-cost or free spay/neuter services to prevent accidental litters and help reduce
long-term costs.

Vaccination clinics to keep pets healthy and avoid costly illnesses.

Pet food pantries to help feed pets when money is tight.

Behavioral advice and training referrals to work through problem behaviors.
Temporary fostering networks to care for your pet during short-term emergencies.

Help with pet deposits for renters when a one-time fee stands between you and keeping your
pet in your home.

These services can make all the difference in whether a beloved animal stays with their
family or ends up in an overcrowded shelter.

Why This Matters

When rescues and shelters are overloaded, animals suffer. Staff and volunteers are forced
to make heartbreaking decisions about who they can help. By working together and finding
ways to keep pets in their homes, we can reduce the strain on these organizations and give
animals the stability they deserve.

Before You Give Up, Ask

If you are struggling with your pet, reach out to your local rescue or shelter. But instead
of saying, “I need to get rid of my pet,” try asking, “What can you do to help me keep my
pet?” You might be surprised at the options available.

Your pet is part of your family. With the right support, they can stay right where they
belong ... at home, with you.
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